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2. General informtion and the Adtidnistrative divisipn ; 

The CHUI^HOTSKIY Peninsula and adjacent territories eat^d the 
CSHUIKOTSKlX’^tional District (CHUKHOTSKIY KATSWAH^IY OmJG) 
beloinged ;jbo the POTRCPAVLOVSK (Kamchatka) District and wore part of 
the Jhr Bastarn Territory# 

The Baninsula administration' ooncontrated in AJJADYR was 
subordinated throu^i th© ^YETS6PAVI4)VSIC authorities to KHABAROVSK on 
Al^jUR v/’here the Administration of the Far Eastern Territory was located* 


^BCEBT- 


/Tho 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200260023-4 





Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200260023-4 


-SBCRST- 


The CHUKHifesKIY NAtion&l District extending f>om the river 
KOLIMi estuary i]i in tho north-east and 

to ths BBHIKO nine Ad ministrative 

regions (RAIQN)^ | ~ 

iNADXH (Kio CJhief idiuinistrative Centro of the District )• 

USr-BiCEII*A:iA) of the , estuary along the river 

MAKCOVO ) mDYR* 

BUKHCA PROVIDOTm the southeriunost Gulf of the Peninsula. 

DEhEH'l the most Eastern Gape of the Baninsula. 

OEkm on the CHUKHOTSKDIE Sea. 

AMEARCHXK on the river KOLiaa Estuary. 

VOSTOCHNACA TlJlCiRA (probahly west of the ICOLTOCOTSKm CUBA.). 

The Natloiml District authoritias in AliADYR isrere organised in 
a similar way to those in the USSR, They consisted of the District 
I^orty Committee Iiaadod by tho chairman (PRlSDSYESDATYEIi), a native 
Chukcly, \7ith a lEiussian Secretary and a number of monibers representing 
tho Russian* aM native population* There wore also all necessary 
social and economic offices including -the Education Board » Pinance 
Institutions, Plinning Section, JrtVD, lledical Services, Post and 
Telegraph etc. 


The Rogioiial authorities v/ere a miniature of tho District 
organisation and often the Regional Bearty Coraraittoo consisted only of 
a native chairiaKui and as a rule a Russian Secretary* 



I I the National District Party 

Cotm~nittee was headed by TEGREI^ICBTJ| 


In eaoh Raglon there was an Eleinentary School headed by Russian 

teachers* 


The whole pf the Hat ional District was guarded by the 'Artaud 
Poroe" oonai3t:in,g of 5 officers and 25 ORs ftecir the KICVD troops. 

There were also 3on» llilitia porsohhol but onlj'- a eoupla of imh in 
each of a few populated spots. In AHADIR itself tho laiitia numbered 
two men* 

There ^vixa no Porcod labour and no camps in the National 
DlatzrLot. Th© only prison was in AI'liU)XRf maintained by tho local 

tncvb. ' 

PQjbulation : 

The population of the National District in 1956 consisted of 
approoc 250 Russians (inoludi^ NICVD personnel, all officials and 
thoir families) ard of native inhabitants ^ Qhukohios, Eskitncs and 
Kunohodals. , 


owing to tho nomadio v/ay of life of 
wnd Ssfcimos all ^tempts to rogistor them failed and nob^y 
in fact hoti' many inhabitants the CHOHIOTSKIT National District 
had. The native* except Kamohadals aTOidod any registration. 


-SBORET- 
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^Dhoir Biain food roindoor nwat, and soap, rico^barloy, rod 
oaTiaro and BALXK (tho back of dried sturgoon), 

bettiec^nta; 

Thoro^ TOr© soveral type* of aattleniont in tha (3HUKIiOTSKIY 
l^atienal District « 

(n) static aattlemonts wore villagoa. Polar stations or Gevorninent 
” baaea” , Tho largoat vlSiago sind at tho samo time ”a base" of tho 
Govornittant and Party authorities was MADUl which is located on a small 
poninsula in the river MiDYR estuaryr it includod a fow proporly 
built buildings (one of thorn was the NKWD HQ and prison) but most of 
the heuses were ^milar to tho majority of tho Russian and Karaohadal 
sottlecaonts - primitively built v/oodan huts constructed of dcublo 
planks with earth between tho vrall planks. Roofs were mode of wooden 
plonks or tin* Windo\7S wore snail. Such a hut oonsisted of two 
rooms and a kitchen primitively furnished and filthy, only 

exception ^vaa the villago of HARKOVO (^voet of AKjSDYR on the rivor 
iiNiDYR) which owing to its special geographical position (soe belcw) 
was intobitod by the cotrporativoly wealthy iiissian settlers living in 
Russian-built wooden log houses, cliiefly three^oocned, clean and rather 
well airangod. 

ill static settlements in the District were scattered and there 
was no planning of construction of settlenients at all. 

The only kolkhoa in the I^istriot ^ms in and life 'there 

was extremely poor. 

(b) Mobile settlements 

The Qiukohiea lived in the "STOYBISHGHE" which meant a mobile 
settlement of 20-50 ^yarangas" (family tents) with a herd of reindeer • 
The nunibor of reindeer' varied according to tho wealth of the ov-mer. 
There were ”Sr0YBISHGHEs“ of 10-15,000 reindeer • 

There were also static winter and sunv.ior camps usually known 
■by the name of the avmav (e.g. Gatip BRAGI1'^A or KHOSYAYSTVO BRA&INA). 

5* Terrain ; 

The geographical features of the CSHJKHOTSKIY National District 
are not uniform. There aro vast tundra areas flat or slightly- 
undulated with numerous extinct volcanoes called SOPKAs. Thera are 
also nun»roas mountain ranges extending in all directions. The 
mountain ranges are not very high but aro very roclqy and stoop. In 
some area s they aro narrow and st oop like a wall ar^ do not fora aixy 
valleys. | typical example of those rocky 

\mlls the VILYUl'TI Range (ITXYUirahsiaYE GORY) which extends south of 
ANADYR along tho river VILYUNI, a tributary of tlie BOLSHAYA (VYELIKAYA) 
river* 


Tho extinct volcanoes (SOPKAs) aro not high and their slopes 
ascend gently* 

Tundra areas 

There is a marshy terrain covered by moss growing in tussocks 
with water beneath tho surface* The water is only 25-30 centimetres 
deep and then it appears that tliere is solid ground, 

The SOPKAs are oomplotolv bare aiid covered by masses of stones 
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Chukchies a heathen Mongolian tribe constituted the largest 
group of the population. Except for a very few v/ho occupied GOTornment 
positions they were nomads speaking only their own language, very 
primitive in their mentality as well as in their way of life, They 
used to offer their wives or .daughters for the night in order to 
honour a guest and they felt offended if a guest refused the generous 
offer. Their favourite drink was a home— made aloohol made of verj^ 
peculiar combination of childr6n*s urine and ants. They undressed and 
washed themselves once a year only* Their only food v/as reindeer meat 
boiled and a very strong pressed tea with sugar. 

Their homes, called "yaranga", were large tents made of reindeer 
skin divided ins^iiie into two parts and thickly covered with reindeer 
skin and furs. They used to move from on e place to another v/ith 
fantastic speed. | ^ hoy were able to move a carp 

consisting of approx thirty yarangas and thousands of reindoorr in 
half an hour. 


Chukchios were vory anti-Soviet, Thera wore o 
members who carried out the pro-Soviet poli^ioal life 


ilv a fe\y Party 


Chukchies did not oc^xoecvl their fooling towards the Soviet 
authorities. Very often Ghukchj^ guides, without Yihom movement ^ms 
impossible, refused, to aocompahy a Tarty or GkDvornmont roprosentativo 
because they v/ere told by their compatriots that it v/Ould cost them 
their lives. The- method of getting rid of a Russian visitor was very 
simple. Chukchies btdlt a separate yaranga for him suppliod him T«vith 
food and disappeared during his sleep without leaving a trace. In the 
morning a visitor woke up alone v/ith his guide in the tundra. 


The NKVD was completely ho Iple as because they were only thirty 
against thousands of v/oll-orrod nomads v/ho wore perfect shots, and 
were officially al].oived to be armad and to buy amnainition. 

Chukchies esmod tho 3 X living by hunting and exchanging f^s 
for goods. For thsit purpose a special Agency (li^^TYEG-RALl-TIY SOW^) 
was fomed by the Soviet Gox-ernmont . Chukchies delivered various^ 
kinds of furs such as bearskins (from the MARKOVO v/oods and the high 
racuntains), grey vjolvoa larger than the European v^iety, Arctic fox 
(white and blue), otters and wolverines (EOSOMAKHi^.). 


Bskiinos were* not so numerous as Chulc<dii03 and lived along ih©^ 
sea coast earning their living by fisiiing and bunting bo& oaiinala which 
also formed their min food supply. They also traded with the 
Government -‘geney (iKTYEGRAIWiy SOYUZ). Thoir v/ay of lif e was similar 
to Ohukchies tait they wore (BJieter. They were also rather anti» — 
Soviet I n^hay spoke thoir own language | 


KWi y.Ka.ifli.q n mixture of Ivtongolian and European blood were 
white and did not liave a language of their ovm. They spoke either 
CawkciHr or Husgian or oven English. They wore not nomads and nad tnoir 
own eettlomonts or lived v-dth the Bussians. They formed the most 
civilised part of the native population, Ifany of thorn had s**® . , 

education ard ocou^pied Government positions. Tiioy ware less antx-ooviet 

than the others,. , 

-SECHET- /Their 
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except .tho higher part of tho village ( the xxri son and KICVD aroa )• 


6, Dyaina^e : 


t ho rivor AKiDYR is ~ 
navigable for flat*bPtt6hi pd Craft ‘and sto am cut tors botwoon /dWDXR and 
II/lRKOVO (approx '550 km)* | | the river BYELAXa is also 

partly nayigablQ, The right bank of tho river AMiCDYR is steep and 
rochy in many sectors » the loft bank is almost ovorywhoro flat* 



All lakes which ho saw v/oro rather small and shallav, The 
lake banks in the tundras are flat-* 


Vegetation: 


the tundra areas are covurod with moss 
ana in some parts there aro dvmri* pines* ^cks in tho mountain ranges 
aro mainly covered by dwarf mountain pines* Tho soil there is 0*50- 
3 raotros deep and beneath this is solid rock* 


, large pine .wooas onli^ in ilARKOVD on the river 

(app^^x 550 km along tho river from /fetp YR village)* Pc5r soma 
roason d | the WtSICDVD eu*ea is like 

an oa:^8 in tho desert* In that area (tho only one in tho National 
District), tho climate is more continental than in other parts and 
therefore tomatoes, potatoes and other vogetablos grew there* 


In tho v-hole CHUKHOTSKIY District thoro aro bilborries (called 
there GOLCJBITSA aM in Russia GOLUBIKA)* Tho season for them is in 
August* The locsal inhabitants used to oat thorn frosh or else extract 
the juice from them* The bilberries contain a great percentage of 
vitamins and ai^ very valuable in tho normal diet which lacks the 
required vitamins. 


8* Clitaate: 


Thors is no sorinc or autumn in these parts of A^aia. 





(i) Summer From end of Hay (approx 25th) xmtil middle or end Of 
September (approx 25th)* 

Hir.istium ten^eraturo 16—17'^ centigrade, moxinwiti approx 26 ^ 
centigrade* In August the sea at -ANADYR is v;arm enough for bathing 
for a period of approx 15—20 days# As tho sea water is warm only to 
a depth of appi*QX 50 centimetres beneath the surface and is very cold 
deeper down* amateur bathers have to be very cautious* 


In the HARKOVO area • summer lasts approx four weolcs longer 
(10 iiay until onl of September) and is umch warmer* 

There is a real plague during tho suimnor season (liay-June) of 
mosquitos and swarms of midges (l4DSHKiiRA) • Tho MOSICOIRA aro dangero\is 
Oily in tho ivL/iRKDVO area where they aro able to kill a dog. Theroforo 
during the midge seaso)"* special bonfires aro niade in order to save 
mon 8a>i in particular dogs* Mosquitos aro ovcryvvhoro and are extreme 
annoying but from the point of view of malaria they are harmless* 


Thoro is very littlo 
'therefore there is no nBod* 
also no dust* 


rain (mainly shenvers) in suromer and 
0»7ing to tho general moisture there is 
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from th^ proper col-blo used in Russia for the paring of roads to 
anormoiis st one s imich larger than an average hutnan size* Somutimas, 
they corei* the SOHCA. s surface in waves. 


Ivlountaln ranges 


thO‘ 


typ es of rock in the mountain ranges 

t\70 


are entirely different from those of the SOPICAs* 
types of rock; 

(a) The dark ateel-oalouredoliff s al ong the soa coa st on both aides 
of jiNADYR Bay and f^irthor inlaxid. | ^probahlyj ^the ZOLCTOY 
Range I 1 


(b) In the VILYDNI Range (VILYUKYEICSKIIE OORY) 
entirely different type, a very hard dark brown and grey ropk* 

Geological res ear ol . 


an 


^ ^in 1935 there v/aa an expedition of 

geologists malcing xeaoaroh drilling in various parts of the District. 
Ho hoard that they found coal aM gold sorasv/h ore n^th of the HJICTA 
PR0TO)TfflIYA. I [ the j^ld lode extended 

iindor the Strait far into ALASitA. I 


Seacoaat 


, the Peninsula of which the highest point 

is l*lount DIONISYA has' a rocky and steep coast line botv/een the AiTAblR 
village and Capo DMTISYA. Further to the* south and east of Mount 
PIQNISYA there is a. sandy beadb. approo c 10 km long. This is one of the 


few patches of sand. 


Ion the CilOKciOTSiar Peninsula. 


On the northern coast of Bay, in particular in the^na^oiY 

strait connecting the open sea v/ith the 01®®! Gulf there are cliffs 
or hi^ and steep coastline. 


BUlOirA PROVIDCTyA 


the coastline there T/as in general 
row flat sectors. The Bay itself 


high 2 ind steep except for a 
appeared to bo narrw and rather difficult of approach 


The last secter of the coastline | ^’»'Vas at the 

UBLSN Polar Station. The station itself ^7as situated on the flat 
part of the coastline. The small peninsular itself v.^as hilly and the 
coastline ^Aias higher and steep. 

The MADYR C^ilf freozos during the v/intor period along 3^ to 
of the coast. Purihor to the East the sea does not freeze. 


every year in September in the ANADYR 
Gulf and in some other parts of the sea coast the heavy autumn storos 
and on-shoro (\7estcirly) vdnds result in the locsil inundation of the 
beaches by the sea. AITADYR itself v^as often flooded by the sea 

-SECEET- /except 
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11. Iforoment r 

Movatoent in Bumraer ia possibla only by inland watem^Si The 

nativee alee uaed to ride reindeer. To walk in a. tunfl 

Impossible# I 


In winter the only typos of tr^iffic are sledges (eallpd thoSre 
HAHTY) drawn by reindeer or dogs and the aerosloigh (ASSOSAHI)# 

A dog or reindeer-drawn sledge (12 dogs harness) eould carry a 
load. Qf 500 leg T^ch includes one man and the dogs* food^ In good" 
hard enow (Feb - Mar) the daily trip could eaaiiy^reaoih 3Q0fan with an 
average spood of 30 km por hour. In soft snm (Deo) 80 km per day is 
the nyucinum. 


12 . 


There is no* difficulty vdth feeding reindeer because they look 
after tl^mseives. Dogs ore fed vdth "YUKDIA” a special fish' food nado 
of Siberian salmon (KOOT Dogs aro fed once a day at ni^t only, 

Tl>e mountain ranges form a sorious trafidc obstacle because 
there are very few passes and the ranges form a sort of wall. There fCTQ 
one has to top the range viilch often causes great difficulty. 

S eason for Militajy Operat io ns. ; 


I host season for ary type of Militia 

operations thero is in ^3arch‘ whon the snow is hard, the air is calm 
visibility is oompficrative ly good. Summer is undoubtedly impossible . for 
aiy typo of operations for except the navigable rivors movement is out 
of the question. 


As far as ANADYR itself is oonoomed | | the 

best spot for landing from the sea is south of the village on tho 
sai^ beach between Gape DIQNISIYA and a point marked as BRAiGrlNA 
Winter Canop, There is apprcfx 12 km of beach easy of approach, itount 
DICNISIYA could easily bo overcome and ANADYR taken ftrom the South. 
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There ara also raro but vary thick fogs chief Jy in Jt me and in 
fiftTvtmKav. viBihilitv is sQgetines as little as 4 metres. 


During -the Aj^il-lfey period there is constant daylight. In, 

July there are a <jw;®le of hours of darkness. The 

dw^rous f or the syesif^it and Europeans have to d^k glasses in 
order to avoid tei®)orary blindness whioh lasts for 5-° days. 

fit) ffintersSlrom end of September until middle of l^ay (except the 
UASKOVO ^a). 

Average teiirorattee 17-18°08ntlgrado with constant st^^ w^s 
in particular in iSbbruajry and Itooh. In December and first half of 
January the air is eocpletely calm. The depth of the 
from 0.5 to 2 tnetces. In the MAHKOTO area there are no winds but the 
-^cgjoy^'turo faliia Centi^e^o* 

Once or twice a month there are snow storms (HJBGA) in 
CHUKhOrSKII District. Appcax^twiee a yew the snw st^ aw ^ su^ 
force *h a* people eau^t by them cannot leave thew bents. To wwvs 
hatufb one wa^tied with a rope in order 

baok to the tout# hea^ snovv storms last soraetinws for four 

days* 

GenarallJ the climate very healthy for 

Eurowans. They do hot suffer from- malaria and the number ^ ^®®® 
of 8«irvy is liteltod- As a remedy a^nst scurvy 
SmSTSce ^ isgorted l _ | gresh 

SSSSfuSd tAmto meat dumplings (nCBUO!®) 
them., Thov took tSSrtSps. 


In these cMmatio conditio ns Europe an livestpoJc cannot be bred.. 

lonlv in AMADYEj ®btle , h®r5es_^^a 


only in AHADYE ^some aa.TiT^j.o, ■ 

p-tg« biHT thejr were kept in the stables and pigsties because of 

lack of fodder 


$. Vi^iblUty. 


in the tuntoa areas there are some 


fbenomena vrhere ’’d.sibility is concerned* 

nonaallr 'ri^sibility is limited to appro* 2 km (a sledge# a 
large «n<r.M.l or other large object). A man ^ 

covered only in moss is oomplstoly itndelble. Often in uialwr th» snow 
nwifna the soewjx^ir so uniform that even SOEKAs cm hard^ be . ® 

SOEKAs in general could "disappear” aStonldungly easily 
areas. In pajptieular when covered by snow ta-y we 

flying plai^ Neither the local experts e:q)lain 

those soddien appearances aai disappoaranoes of SOPKAa. 

10, Airc r aft 'landinf ;; 


^in winter landing is good overysriiore in 
flat lUas but only on ski undercarriage. In s^r there are no 
{pr<MDS{.s -idiote-ver, one cannot land in a tundra. 
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